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The following is a witness statement taken in connection with a suit for division of matrimonial
property where Faith Mueni is suing Alphonce Muoki.

“My name is Faith Mueni. I am 35 years old. For the last twelve years, I have been married to
Alphonce Muoki. We did not do a church wedding but he went to my parents, took dowry and
asked for my hand in marriage. Exhibit C is an old photo of my parents dressed up at the
betrothal. By that time, we were already living together in Machakos town where I was working
as a waiter in a local hotel. Two years after he visited my family and was given permission to
marry me, we bought a shamba near the Katumani Research Institute. The shamba is thirteen acres.
I do not know the name on the title deed for the shamba because Alphonce was dealing with the
seller and I left all of the details to him to do properly. There was no question that the shamba
belonged to both of us however it was registered. I do not remember contributing any specific
amounts to buy the shamba but during those two years, Alphonce asked me to take care of all the
bills at home so that he could accumulate enough money to put in the down-payment. I kept a
small diary of my earnings and the expenses because I was proud to be able to show Alphonce
how careful I was with money.

The year after we bought the shamba, Alphonce asked me to move from town to the shamba so
that we could start building a home there. By then, we had one son - Sebastian Nyamu Muoki.
So, I moved to the shamba in 2000. I grew maize, cassavas and millet in‘the farm and helped feed
the family. Whatever remained, Alphonce would sell and use the préceeds to build the house I
live in now. I made note of this money from the sale of the crop$61 could show Alphonce my
thrift. Alphonce remained in Machakos town because he hadia.good job as an Inspector in the
Ministry of Education. He is now the District Education szf@ in Machakos District.

In 2002, two years after we first moved to the shamba, ] @greed with Alphonce that I should move
our home to the southern end of the farm near the stféam so that I could start a Dairy farm. We
bought two Friesian cows and had fundis construgbpens for them. A fundi also built a house for
us there. By that time, we had added a second‘child, Stella Mwende, to our family. I have been
working in the dairy farm since then. We produce a lot of milk in the farm. We use some of it as
a family and sell the rest to neighbors. 1keep track of the sales in my diary and have managed to

buy two more cows, seven goats and a few chickens with the produce of the farm.
O

We got our third child, our last betfy) Ann Mutheu, four years ago.

Since I started the dairy fqy’;cifwf agreed with Alphonce that he would use his salary to complete
payment of the mortgaggj:ﬁor’ the farm, and I would use the proceeds from the Dairy farm to pay
for subsistence for thefamily and to send our children to school. As a result, I never received any
financial support fr.Qiﬁ"Alphonce to raise our children.

After Alphonce finished paying off the mortgage, I asked him to start contributing towards the
upkeep of the family. He became very hostile and said that it was my business to take care of my
children since I had the farm. We quarreled a lot about this as I felt that I was straining too much
to provide for our three children with only money from the dairy farm. I showed him the diary I
kept to prove that I had been thrifty and needed his help with the family. When I requested
Alphonce to help again, he became abusive verbally and physically and claimed that I had
insulted him by saying that he is not “man enough” to provide for his family. He even yelled at
me for “keeping book” on him and took my diary of income and expenses away. I have not seen
it again.

Although at that time he used to come home every weekend, his visits became a lot more
infrequent. After some time, he stopped coming home at all. That was last year March.
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