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* tortious or fiduciary dutie

laid down and supervi professional bodies empowered by statute 1o
regulate and monitor ssi sc ethical duties govern the way in
which the profession d range from duties conceming the

etiquette of behavio n lafyers to those requiring honesty and
' ith clientff Under the general law, contractual,
Say be imposed on lawyers. Contractual duties
ordinarily arise out of relationships W tween lawyers and their clients, as do

which has a vita] public interest in Ahe’ proper administration of justice.
- That public interest is indeed the S00rce of these duties’: and the court, in’
enforcing them, is acting as trustée and guardian of the due administration
-of justice. For that reason, singq\ime immemorial, the courts have assumed
the inherent power to impose.these duties.? The underlying principle is that
“the court has a right apt{»duiy to supervise the conduct of those appearing
before it, and to visitwith Penalties any conduct of a lawyer which is of

. " Rondel v. Worsley 11969] 1 A.C. 191 a1 p. 227 per Lord Morris of Bonth-y-Gest.
*Myers v. Etman (1940) AC. 282 »¢ P- 302 per Lord Atkin,
*Myers v. Ebman, Jwpra, st p. 319 per Lord Wright,
*Myers v. Elman, Supra.
* Examples of the distinction can be seen in Harrison v, Tew {1989) 1 Q.B. 307 ¢ p- 337, confirmed on
appeal {1990) 2 A.C. 323; and Re A Solicitor 11975] 1 Q.B. 475 o p. 483,
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